NUBIANS FOR DEVELOPMENT
A Charter Proposal
(And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not disunited)
General Principles


We, all concerned Nubians, regardless of gender and age, of abode and political or ideological affiliation, hereby have taken an oath before God and ourselves to work in earnest and perseverance towards the following:
· Changing the sad and deteriorating state of the Nubian people through the espousal of continual development projects.

· Encouraging the return of migrant Nubians to the Nubian motherland through meaningful income-generating investment and production projects that will provide benefits and a return on investment to its participants.
· Upholding and regeneration of the Nubian language, culture and heritage as well as preservation of the Nubian land.

· Aiming at the creation of a unified administration of the Nubian region for the best interest of its Nubian population.

The above is based on the following General Principles:
1. Nubians For Development (NFD) is not a political or ideological organisation and does not intend to replace the various Nubian organisations, clubs and associations. NFD is a popular voluntary movement that coordinates all the already existing bodies.

2. Nubia’s and Nubians’ issues are an inherent part of the issues faced by the Sudanese populace and the country in general on all of the internal, regional and international fronts.
3. Development is a multi-faceted issue and requires the commitment and application of effort from all Nubians regardless to their political or ideological affiliations or their current place of abode; and a unification of the Nubian rhetoric away from ethnocentrism and for the public good.

4. The preservation of the national land from loss and fragmentation, and the protection of Nubian language, history and cultural heritage from extinction will not occur without:
· Provision of basic infrastructure and services.

· Espousal of development and investment projects.

· Education of the administrative, technical and technological cadres.

· Cooperation with government and non-government bodies and institutions, relevant international organisations and Nubian diaspora associations.
· Gaining from the established Nubian projects and institutions both in Sudan and overseas.

· Facilitating learning of the Nubian language and artistic and literary creativity for all Nubians – but especially the right of Nubian women to education, employment and participation in public life.

5. Abidance by all human rights conventions (children, women, minorities) and conventions of international, Arab and African organisations.
Definition:
NFD is popular voluntary cultural group interested mainly in educating and raising awareness of the issues facing Nubians and Nubia, and aiming at the achievement of sustainable comprehensive social and economic development.
Vision:

Our vision is to achieve sustainable comprehensive development in the Nubian region (Wadi Halfa, Sikout , Mahas, Dongola, New Halfa) within the framework of a unified Sudan with all its ethnic, religious and cultural diversity.
Mission:

Our mission is to achieve the above vision, taking the following into consideration:
· Our predecessors’ struggle for a dignified life and a better tomorrow for their offspring, their region and for Sudan, and continuing on with their cultural and educational work.

· The aspirations of Nubians worldwide and their dedication to maintain cooperation, solidarity and selflessness, each according to his means and abilities for the general good.
· The relationship of Nubians to their motherland and their readiness to sacrifice everything to ensure its protection from loss and fragmentation.

· The endowment of Nubians with awareness and high discernment in regards to rejecting racism, radicalism, tribalism and politicising, and their acceptance of the rights of other minorities and the unique importance of their cultures as part of the Sudanese social fabric.
Goals:

The goal is to unify the Nubian rhetoric and their efforts in Sudan and overseas; with the aim of committing these and employing them for the above mission and the achievement of our vision:
· without labelling Nubians according to their geographical location, religious and political affiliation, gender or social status,
· by considering the Nubian as the cornerstone and axis of sustainable comprehensive development of the Nubian lands specifically,

· by affirming the inherent Nubian values and exploiting the full potential of the Nubians which allows them to safeguard their identity, heritage, culture and language from extinction,
· by securing the Nubian presence in Nubia, and protecting Nubians from dispersal; and by continually defending against anything that might endanger the Nubians’ stability or threaten his stay in Nubia, the land of civilisation.

Partners:

The partners of NFD are:
· all concerned Nubians in Sudan and the diaspora,

· public personae and others concerned with Nubian issues worldwide,

· local associations and groups, and similar bodies in universities and colleges, unions, funding institutions and other Nubian charity organisations,

· formal and voluntary sector institutions and organisations, both regional and international,

· Nubian studies centres and university departments concerned with Nubian culture, heritage and civilisation, both in Sudan and worldwide.

Means:

1. Strengthening of social and cultural ties and encouragement of the spirit of confederation and harmony among all Nubians worldwide, and between them and all other Sudanese ethnicities.

2. Encouragement and espousal of developmental and investment projects, and projects aiming at building of infrastructure and services (roads, transport, energy, education and health, etc.) through:
· evaluation and appraisal of already existing projects

· creation of specialised Nubian investment and development institutions (e.g. mining, food technology, tourism, renewable energy, agricultural and animal production, etc.) through working in partnerships.
3. Addressing ecological, archaeological, folklore, youth, woman, motherhood and child rearing issues, and problems in the area of education, health and emigration. 
4. Creation of effective media agencies and channels to provide information, research, education and training; and founding documentation methods to preserve the Nubian literary and artistic creations with the aim of promoting and disseminating it widely within Sudan and overseas.
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